Tisseel to reduce postparotidectomy wound drainage: randomized, prospective, controlled trial.
Tisseel (Baxter Corp. Ontario, Canada) is a fibrin-based tissue glue that has been widely used to reduce wound drainage, achieve hemostasis, and decrease surgical complications. To date, Tisseel has not been evaluated in a randomized prospective trial for use in parotid surgery. To determine whether the use of Tisseel in parotidectomy decreases postoperative wound drainage, the duration of percutaneous drainage, the length of hospital stay, and the frequency of complications. Sixty consecutive parotidectomy patients were randomized into two groups: a group treated with 2 cc of Tisseel prior to wound closure and a control group. Postoperative wound drainage was measured for all patients by blinded hospital staff. The duration of percutaneous drainage, duration of hospital stay, and incidence of complications at the 3-week follow-up were assessed. A statistically significant difference in total drainage volume (p < .02) and frequency of postoperative seroma (p < .05) was demonstrated between patients treated with Tisseel prior to wound closure and the control group. The use of Tisseel in parotidectomy patients prior to wound closure significantly decreases total drainage volume and the frequency of postoperative seroma.